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Greetings Everyone 
 
    Fall is here but we still have warm weather so the dahlias, zinnias and yes, even the seedling 
delphiniums are flowering. At this time of year, we are starting to clean up the beds for winter, 
including cutting off plants where needed, planting the peonies, trimming trees and shrubs as well as 
putting away things including lawn furniture, rain barrels, rain gauges, planters and tools. Now is a 
good time to clean and sharpen tools. Don’t forget turning over bird baths and taking cuttings and 
storing tender plants. We drain water systems, put away garden hoses and shut off outside taps. It 
seems the list is endless. 
 
    I was very sorry to hear of the passing of John Simkins this summer. Hazel and I had the good 
fortune of knowing John from different venues for the Delphinium Club and Canadian Peony Society, 
both of which John was a very active member. John was always there with a smile and willingness to 
answer any gardening questions. We will each miss John in our own way but I am sure he is gardening 
somewhere. 
  
    If you were unable to attend the AGM and field day, you missed a warm fun day at the home of Pat 
Sang in Tottenham. Thanks Pat for being such a great hostess. We had a flower show, presentation and 
scrumptious food to enjoy while admiring the many varied flower gardens. 
 
    Your board held its fall meeting on October 4th, 2011 at Pat Sang’s home. Thanks to Pat once again 
for making her home available to the club. On behalf of the club, I would like to welcome Grace 
Lofters and Peter Gill to the board. The entire executive is working hard and would like input from 
members about any activities that would make the club more informative and fun. 

 
Joe Cook 

 
Gardening -  The harder you work at something -  ���
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John Simkins – Passed Away 18 Sept 2011 
 

John’s reputation as ‘the’ Peony Hybridizer had scored a mark in my mind and it was 
not until the first meeting of the Ontario Delphinium Club got its name in 1987, that I actually 
met him. I was thrilled to bits as we had just moved to Nestleton that summer, and here was I 
with loads of garden beds to plant, and John had generously loaded the Plant Table with 
Peony Grafts and seedlings.   My eyes lit up like fireflies as I had just left behind my peonies 
in Oshawa. As usual, he kept sweetening the pot and I came home with a lovely collection.    

  

  
That year a single yellow cross found a home amidst the daylily patch. This year it produced 
four large single blooms, a wonderful memory of a kind generous soul. Many moons have 
passed and I have been tantalized by its presence in my garden. I will miss John & Vi at our 
meetings but I am sure many of you would have warm memories of their never ending 
involvement and support they have given the ODC over the years. Until recently, John came 
to the rescue and stepped in at the Picton Meeting to take over the presidentship to save the 
club from closing down!  Many will remember him as our favourite auctioneer! 
 John was the speaker at one of our meetings, and brought his Peony grafting gadget 
to demonstrate how peony grafting is done.  A bonus at every meeting was John’s 
herbaceous seedlings and tree peony grafts. One could always find him busy at a Plant Table 
or giving away a plant or shrub to get you hooked on gardening!!!  Kindness, warmth and 
generosity would best describe him to a tee ! 
 During World War II, John served with the Royal Canadian Infantry in Europe, rising to 
the rank of Major.  He was a passionate gardener and was world-renowned as an author, 
speaker, and hybridizer of peonies. He served on the Board of Directors at the Royal 
Botanical Gardens, founder of the Canadian Peony Society, member of the Garden Writers 
Association of America, and several horticultural societies and clubs of the OHA.  He also 
wrote regular articles for many horticultural publications, including a column for the local 
paper. 
 The Simkins never missed a meeting and quite recently drove 3 hours to attend the 
Nestleton Field Day. Thank you for your many years of caring and sharing John.  
Violet, you have our sincere condolences and prayers. John, I am sure is walking amidst 
beautiful peonies in God’s Garden.  
                                                                                        …….……Christine Gill. 
 
 
Our next Field Day is planned for Saturday July 7, 2012  at John and Sophie Bigham's 
place at 7425 County Lane, North of Columbus Rd. in Brooklin (Whitby); it is a  4 hectare site 
with an immense variety of garden plants to enjoy at that time of the year.  Expect to be 
delighted with what is grown! 
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R.R. 2,  Peterborough, ONB 
K9J 6X3 
Telephone 705-742-9923 
info@blossomhillnursery.com 
 
Vice President  
Elizabeth Butler 
Telephone 905-729-3510 
lizbutlercole@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer & 
Temporary Membership Chair 
Marvin Belfour 
Telephone 905-579-9076 
mbelfour2007@rogers.com 
 
Secretary 
Marilyn Dodds 
Telephone 905-936-4086 
marilyn.dodds@yahoo.ca 
 
Director & 
Web Administrator 
Peter Gill 
Telephone  905-986-0310 
grdnpond@yahoo.ca 
 
Director 
Grace Lofters 
Telephone 416-239-5646 
glofters@rogers.com 
 
Director 
Irene Neal 
Telephone 519-763-1039 
capricorn011745@yahoo.ca 
 
Director 
Pat Sang 
Telephone 905-936-2964 
csang@netrover.com 
 
Director 
Lydia Skirko 
Telephone 905-725-2026 
lskirko@sympatico.ca 
 
Director 
Don Wick 
Telephone 905 655-4065 
don@thevideoimage.com 
 
 
 
 

          Species Delphiniums  
 
There are over 300 species worldwide and many of these 
have subspecies that vary greatly from each other. 
Therefore it is often difficult to determine exactly how  
many species exist. Someday their DNA makeup will be 
used to decide for sure.  
 
Delphiniums are distributed in nature from Arctic to 
tropical zones but never in desert conditions. They exist 
primarily in high mountainous regions such as central Asia  
and western America but the greatest density for number of 
species is in the southern China region of Yunnan.  
 
Because of the isolated nature of mountainous regions, 
delphiniums developed unique regional characteristics and 
therefore many species. However, hybridizing between 
species in the wild if they grow and flower in the same area 
or in gardens occurs quite readily. Seeds and plants were 
brought back by explorers and grown in Europe and  
Britain for hundreds of years. Therefore it is difficult to 
determine if the plants are true species or hybrids. There is 
still much debate and disagreement as to which species the  
Delphinium elatum that we grow in our gardens originated 
from.  
 
While in Oregon this past spring, Joe and I were thrilled to 
see many examples of dwarf blue delphiniums growing in 
the wild along the roadside. They were quite similar  
to the Delphinium grandiflorum that we have been growing 
in our garden for many years. There they were interspersed 
with the other wildflowers on rocky ledges some in the  
ditches and some far overhead. Mountainous rocky 
conditions definitely are favoured by these delicate 
beauties. We did not learn for sure if they were naturally 
occurring species or seedlings that had been hybridized and 
escaped.  
 
In our gardens near Peterborough Ontario, we have 
successfully grown several delphinium species including D. 
semibarbatum formerly known as D. zalil, D. grandiflorum 
and D. brunonianum. All of these grow well with moist 
spring and drier summer weather in a sunny well drained 
location. 
 
 I hope to provide more detailed information on each of 
these species in future newsletters.  
 
Hazel Cook  
October 2011  
 
 



Information.......... 
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   Delphinium Dilemmas         
 
Now that fall is upon us and we have tasted the first frost of the season, we tend to rustle up 
the leaves and pile them over the perennials to save them from the winter cold.  That seems 
to be the general tendency in the garden.  Unfortunately, this is the worst thing you can do for 
Delphiniums.   
 
Delphiniums are perennials that can take the Canadian cold temperatures and do better if 
they go into the winter season a bit on the dry side.  If we have a cold wet rainy fall you can 
be sure to lose them come next spring.  They hate soggy roots and do not like to have 
infected, mottled or fungus riddled leaves hanging about the crown.   
 
Fungus is a soil borne disease and from rain splash or watering. The spores travel up the 
plant covering the lower leaves and eventually consuming the whole plant with ugliness. The 
secret is to clear all diseased leaves and stems and keep the crown free and clear of old 
vegetation.  Sprinkle some sand and diatomaceous earth or chicken grit around the crown to 
prevent slugs or borer’s from settling-in for the winter. 
 
An extract from The Delphinium Society Yearbook gives us a very clear understanding of 
fungus and the ravages of this soil borne infection.  I hope this gives our members a better 
understanding of how to handle the disease in their gardens.  Dr. Shirley Bassett gives a clear 
explanation as to what it is and how to deal with it. 
 
Rhizoctonia solani, is the vegetative state of a soil borne fungus that attacks both seeds and 
many herbaceous plants at the soil level. Seeds that are attacked by soil splashing while on 
the plant or in the soil, rot and provide the fungus with food materials enabling it to spread to 
other seedlings, a form of “damping-off” somewhat similar to the activity of Pythium.   Pythium 
infects root tips and grows upwards.  (Please note “damping-off” is a disease that tends to 
attack seedlings at germination time.)  We use “damp-off” fungicide as a preventative to stop 
seedlings from dying at the soil level !!!) 
 
Rhizoctonia on the other hand usually attacks at the soil level and the fungal hyphae grow 
downwards into the roots. Roots and crown tissue become black and rotten leading to loss of 
root and the yellowing and loss of stems.  Rhizoctonia sp. Are members of a large group of 
fungi that include mushrooms, toadstools as well as rusts and smuts. When the plants are 
severely affected, they should be dug out and destroyed by burning, not composted. It is very 
important to clean your hands thoroughly, sterilize any tools or instruments, cleaning with 
bleach and soap & water. Wash your hands before you do any more gardening. 
 
I hope this helps delphinium gardeners to understand how important it is to destroy and 
prevent this devastating disease from spreading in the garden. It can wipe out your whole 
batch of plants.  It is of equal importance to know where your manure or compost is coming 
from and how old it is.  Rotten onions, potatoes and tomatoes in your compost also promote 
soil borne diseases as the fungus spores spread in the warm compost over the winter.      
                                                                                                                     ….....Christine Gill 
 

                      Co-Editors for 2011-12 are Marvin Belfour and Elizabeth Butler 
            Responsible for Printing:  Don Wick / Responsible for Distribution:  Lydia Skirko 
ODC email: infor@ondelphiniums.com    ODC web site:  www.ondelphiniums.com 
ODC members website: www.ondelphiniums.com/members2011 
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            Name: ___________________________________             New Member (   )  Renewing (   ) 
 
              Address: ____________________________ __________   Phone: ________________  
 
              City/Town: __________________________ __________     Email: _________________ 
 
        Province/State:  _______    Country:  _____ ____        Postal Code/ Zip Code:  ______________ 
                                                                   

    Membership Rates:    � �$5. until June 30, 2012           ��� �� ��� $15. until June 30, 2013 

                                          ��� �� ��� $25. until June 30, 2014 

 
    Mail to:  Ontario Delphinium Club                                 Membership year is from July 1st 
    Interim Membership Chair – Marvin Belfour                 to June 30 th  
                           427 Prestwick Court 
                           Oshawa, Ontario                                      Please make cheques pa yable to 
                           L1J 7R6                                                     Ontario Delphinium Club                                                          
                                                                                                  
                                                                                              
             I prefer to receive the quarterly newsletter:  
                                                        
                by email (in pdf format) (    )              or             by regular mail (    ) 

 
                I agree to my name and address bein g included on a membership list to be made 
 
                available to other members.     Yes  (    )   No (    ) 
 

 
               I am willing to assist with the foll owing: (   ) assist in organization of annual AGM/F ield Day 
 
               (    ) newsletter contributor   (    )  regional representative  (   )  seedy Saturday committee  
      
               (    ) volunteering to man a table a t one of the seedy Saturdays    (    ) club publici ty 
 
               (   )  assistant to website administ rator    (   ) web site development, 
 
               (   )  host to a ODC club workshop   (  )  do presentations on delphiniums on behalf of  club               
 
 
 
 Please find enclosed $ _______ for  ______ year(s)  of membership 
 
            Please also find enclosed  $ __________ as a donati on to the Ontario Delphinium Club               
 
 
 Signed: __________________________________________    Date: __________ 
 
 Ontario Delphinium Club email address : info@delphiniums.com 
 Website: www.ondelphiniums.com 


